The Rococo Players are pleased to invite all interested to audition for

The Rivals
Sheridan’s classic comedy of love and deception
Directed by Antoinette Wilson

To be performed at the Rococo Garden, Painswick July 17th – 21st 2012

Auditions will be held at the Parliament Rooms, Gloucester Cathedral on: 
Sunday 12th Feb at 2.30pm 

Wednesday 15th February at 7.30pm.
Audition pieces are available – call Chris Moore on 
07764 455345 or email chris-moore@blueyonder.co.uk for more information.

The script used will be the New Mermaids Edition published by Methuen.

Romance and intrigue combine in Sheridan’s The Rivals to produce one of the most brilliant and effervescent comedies ever written for the English stage. Sheridan’s stylish comedy of romantic love and society manners established the playwright’s reputation in the London theatre and has become a timeless satire on the folly of passion and social pretension. The dialogue sparkles with wit and energy as the love lives of the protagonists become ever more complicated. As the curtain opens, it is 1775 and the fashionable world descends on Bath to take the waters and enjoy a little romantic intrigue as three suitors fight for the hand of Miss Lydia Languish.

Characters
Please note, character ages have been kept deliberately vague as we do not wish to discourage anyone from auditioning!

Miss Lydia Languish
A young, beautiful heiress and a hopeless romantic, much sought after for her looks and her fortune. 

Mrs Malaprop
A middle- aged widow who is aunt and guardian of Lydia. One of the English theatre’s most famous comic characters whose mangling of the dictionary prompted its own entry “malapropism”.

Sir Anthony Absolute
Wealthy, middle-aged baronet inclined to bluster and domineer.
Captain Jack Absolute
Son of Sir Anthony, he is a typical young hero who disguises himself as Ensign Beverley to woo his love, Lydia.
Faulkland
Jack’s friend who is in love with Miss Julia Melville but is inclined to pessimism and doubt.
Miss Julia  Melville
Young, sensible relative of the Absolutes who is in love with Faulkland.  She is the voice of Reason and provides a foil to the folly of the other characters.

Lucy
A shrewd and scheming maid. 
Bob Acres 
Good natured friend of Jack Absolute. A country squire in love with Lydia. He tries hard to be accepted as a gentleman but often comes across as a bit of a buffoon.
Sir Lucius O’Trigger
Hot tempered Irish baronet, also in love with Lydia. 

Fag
Scheming servant to Captain Jack.

David
Bob Acres’ servant.
Thomas, a coachman
Sir Anthony’s servant.
